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HOMARE TAKASAGO SHIRO SUEHIRO 
THE BEST-LOOKING GUY AN INTROVERTED GIRL 
IN CLASS WHO’S ADORED BY WHO IS EXTREMELY SHY. NO ONE 
EVERYONE. HE ASKS SHIRO NOTICED HER BECAUSE SHE HADN’T 
OUT AS A BATSU-GAME. SPOKEN TO ANYONE SINCE THE 
ENTRANCE CEREMONY. 


TAKASAGO’S FRIENDS 








YACHIYO KICHIJO TSURUHARA 
THE MYSTERIOUS 
FORMER CLASS 
REPRESENTATIVE WHO 
HELPS SHIRO OUT 
EVERY NOW AND THEN. 


(ae eee oe 
see See Sed 


SHIRO IS AN INTROVERTED GIRL WHO HAS LIVED A QUIET LIFE 
BY KEEPING TO HERSELF EVER SINCE SHE STARTED HIGH SCHOOL. 


ONE DAY, SHE FINDS HERSELF IN A RELATIONSHIP WITH TAKASAGO- 
KUN, THE MOST POPULAR GUY IN HER CLASS, WHEN HE ASKS HER OUT 
AS A BATSU-GAME. WHEN SHIRO REALIZES SHE WAS ACTUALLY IN LOVE 
WITH HIM BECAUSE OF HOW SINCERE AND HONEST HE WAS WITH HER, 

SHE TOLD HIM THAT SHE JUST WANTED TO BE FRIENDS INSTEAD OF 

BEING HIS GIRLFRIEND SO THEY COULD BE ON EQUAL GROUND! BUT 

TAKASAGO-KUN KISSED SHIRO WHILE SHE WAS ASLEEP, AND...! 





the springtime; 


began with you! 


CHAPTER 9 








the springtime; 


began with you! 




















HEAD’S 
GOING TO. \\ \ 
EXPLODE. 


TRYING.TO 
© SURPRISE ME 
BECAUSE I WAS” 
“PRETENDING TO 
“BE ASLEEP? 


“OR A DAYOREAM... 





DON'T 
FALL ASLEEP 
HERE OF ALL 





AF 
































NO ONE 
ELSE HAS 
EVEN COME 
NEAR TO 
OUR TABLE 
AFTER 
SEEING 
THAT. 








STUDENTS 


DID COME 
TO OUR 
TABLE... 








BEEN HERE 
FOREVER, 
AND NO ONE’S 
SIGNED UP TO 
JOIN THE LITER- 
ARY CLUB 
YET. 


: efou'RE: 
© JUST. BEING 


Nosy; GET BUT 
/ © OUT OF; THEY WERE 
HERE! AND ALL GIRLS 
YOU DROVE WHO JUST 
THEM AWAY, WANTED 
TAKASAGO. TO SEE 
you... 





THE IF 
CLup’s WE CAN’T 
GONNA GET TWO 

GET DIS- MORE MEM- 
BANDED BERG... 
AGAIN, 

HUH? 


ACCORDING 
TO STUDENT 
COUNCIL RULES, 


YOU NEED AT LEAST f 


FIVE MEMBERS 
TO BE CONSID- 
ERED A CLUB. 





THINGS 
WON'T BE 
LOOKING 
GOOD FOR 
US IF WE 

CAN’T FIND 
ANY NEW 
MEMBERS. 





wt 


\MAYBE /T 
CIOMT RE- 








I GUESS WITH 
IT’S TIME FOR YOU'D THIS MANY. 
MR. CLUB PRESI- THINK GETTING 


DENT TO GO TALK Just TWO MEM: NEW. STU- 


DENTS... 
TO SOME STU- BERS WOULD BE 


DENTS. A PIECE OF 




















THAT’S 


















'M 
SUCH A 
JUST GONNA 
LOWBROW GO FOR THE STU- 
ASSuUMP- DENTS WITH GLASSES 
TION. WHO LOOK LIKE 
THEY ENJOY 
READING! 





SHIRO, 
YOU HAVE 
THE FLYERS 
WE PRINTED, 
RIGHT? 


I GUESS 
YOU WEREN’T 
KIDDING ABOUT 

JOINING THE 

LITERARY 

CLUB, 


HE 
CALLED 
TAKASA- 

Ae GO-KUN BY 

THEY WS FIRST 


SCHOOL ?. 


WHY DID 





WONDER 
WHAT THAT 

WAS ALL 

ABOUT... 


I’M 
ANRI 
C  FUKU- 
/ MORI FROM 
CLASS 
1-2! 


I WRITE 
NOVELS AS 





| WENT TO 
CHECK OUT THE 
CLUB MEETING 
ROOM AND NO ONE 
WAS THERE! | WAS 
WORRIED THAT THE 
CLUB ALREADY 
GOT SHUT 
DOWN! 


/ ARE 
you 
INTER- 
ESTED IN | . 
JOINING? | 

















NOVELS? 


I JUST 
POST ON 


STORY SHARING 
WEBSITES FOR 
NOW, BUT I 
WANNA BE A 
PROFESSIONAL 
AUTHOR ES 
SOMEDAY! 


























COME i 
To our KEMeRI My DIDN'T 
CLUB. 






BROTHER PLAN ON 
SUGGESTED JOINING 
THAT I JOIN ANY CLUBS, 

THE LITERARY BUT... 
CLUB SO YOU 

WOULDN'T GET 

SHUT DOWN. 
















THE 
PRESI- 












ALL DENT OF 

car RIGHT. NOW THE AS- 

aie WE JUST TROLOGY 
— NEED ONE CLUB? 


MORE! 























Qo 
& _ / ANOTHER |) xs é 
ee GIRL... & 4 
YOU'RE 9, eet 
MAKING ME “ " 
IN 7 
THE i 
CLUB... | 




















ISN’T 
THIS GREAT, 
SHIRO? 









































THIS IS 
PROBABLY 
WHAT IT WAS 








LIKE FOR TA- 
KASAGO- 
KUN... 


HAVE ANY 


EXPERIENCE 
THERE’S 


A ae 
Y If IM WoRRy- 
L ff \\ ING AGAIN’ 
NO WAY 
IM GOING 
70 FIGURE 
THIS OUT 
ON MY 
OWN, 


BE THINK- 
ING AGOUT 
RECRUITING 

















THIS 1S: 
“NOTHING 
LIKE THE. 













AND BETWEEN LIKE IV 
FEELING WANTING FOR Biv cone 
LIKEISHOULP SOMETHING BACK AND 
BUT... | JUSTACCEPT ~ ope 
THINGS FOR es FORTH... 


WHAT THEY 
ARE. 








GIVING 


THE: 
ONE WHO. 
- PULLED 







































IDID 
GIVE YOU 
AHOLLER 

WHEN | CAME 

INTO THE 





NOT LIKE 
IT'S ANY- 
THING DIS- wei 
GUSTING... 
Wy 
| 



























YOu 
LOOKED UP 
WHY’D “GIVING DOGS 
YOU DO KISSES"? 
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YOU'RE 
A PERSON, 
NOTA 


+e YOURE 
A PERSON. 








IT 
WASN’T 
COOL OF ME 
TO DO WHAT 
I DID TO You 
JUST BECAUSE 
YOU WERE 
ASLEEP. 











NEED TO 
APOLO- 
GIZE. 


I JUST 
WANTED TO 
KNOW... 
































DO YOU 
THINK? 














; HOW 
‘i mee I DON’T HAVE WOULD I 
KISSING oil ane bs NEARLY AS MUCH — KNowP 
DOESN'T SO MANY =: EXPERIENCE IN LIFE 
REALLY COME ee iB bs AS YOU’VE HAD... 


.. SHOULD a Die 
| LEARN ABOUT TRY READING 
KISSING THROUGH MORE ROMANCE 
ROMANCE 

















NOVELS FROM 
NOVELS? 

















RESEARCH 

NOTEBOOK 

FOR YOUR 
NOVEL. 


YOU KNOW... 
THE ONE THAT 
HAD A TON OF NICE 
STUFF WRITTEN 
ABOUT ME. 





CAN 
you... 


NOT 
WRITE A 
NOVEL ABOUT 
ME. AFTER 
ALL? 





















































EXCUSE 
ME. 






















































I NEED YOU'RE | 
TO TALK TO : THE ONE 


Ske FROM 
HIM FOR eT | vuncn 


A Bit. “| | BREAK... 































I 


















HEARD YOU 
THAT YOU DION’T 
RECOMMENDED HAVE TO 
OUR CLUB COME ALL 
TO YOUR THE WAY 
SISTER. OVER TO 
THANK HOW 
we THOUGHTFUL 
OF YOU. 


















WE'VE BEEN PE MON: 
HAVING A HARD - 
TIME RECRUITING 

NEW MEMBERS, SO 
WE REALLY AP- 

PRECIATE IT. 























THEY'RE ALL 
SWEETER THAN _ OF THEM 
OHAGI* DIPPED ARE MUSHY- 























GET TOO T/M GLAD 






WEIRDED TO HEAR 
INMAPLE — GUSHY LOVE | uit By THAT. 
SYRUP. STORIES... ANRI'S 
NOVELS 
THOUGH. 






Se 
nn 






“OHAGI IS STICKY RICE CAKE COATED WITH 
SWEETENED'RED BEAN PASTE. ® e 








TEACH HER 

ALL SORTS 
OF STUFF, 
YACHIYO. 





ESPECIALLY 
SINCE SHE 
WANTS 
TO BEA 
WRITER. 


A FORMER 
WRITING PROD- 
IGY WHO GOT 
PUBLISHED 
WHILE HE WAS 
STILL IN MID- 
DLE SCHOOL? 


WRITING ON 
HER OWN IS 
FINE TOO, BUT 
NOW THAT THE 
LITERARY CLUB 
IS BACK, WHY 
SHOULDN'T 
SHE JOIN? 











NO 
ONE’S EVER 
REFERRED TO 
ME IN SUCH AN 
IMPRESSIVE 
WAY. 


iy ; 
CAN A en , 
I ASK DON’T 


THAT YOU : KNOW 
. WHERE 
KEEP IT | 
TO YOUR- : p YOU HEARD 
THAT, 
BUT... 


NOT TELL 
YOUR SIS- 
TER... 





MY CLUB 
MEMBERS? 





WRITE TO... 


AGAIN ANY- 
WAY. 










































TAKASAGO- 
KUN’S IN THERE 
RIGHT NOW, 
TALKING TO A 
FIRST-YEAR 
STUDENT... 











SO 
HE TOLD 
YOU TO 
LEAVE THE 
































YOU'RE 
STILL BE- 


YOU'RE 
Ato SELFISH AND 


EXPECTA- DON’T _ IRRESPON- 
TIONS! SIBLE... 




















































































































GOING To ROOM. 


YELL, I SUG- 
GEST YOU GO 
DO IT OUT IN 
THE SCHOOL- 
YARD. 

















WHAT 
WAS THAT 
ABOUT? 





4 ‘dd i, A 


MEAN TO 
MAKE YOU 
LEAVE THE 

ROOM. 


FORGOT 
SOMETHING. 


PLAY BASE- 


& BALL TOGETH- 


ER IN MIDDLE 
SCHOOL. 









































SUEHIRO- 















“YOU REALLY 
THINK THERE’S 
STILL A PLACE 

FOR YOU ON THE 

BASEBALL 

TEAM?” 





















































THEY 
WERE IN 
THE SAME 
CLUB IN 
MIDOLE 
SCHOOL, 












HE HASMW’T 

FORGIVEN 
TAKASAGO-KUN 
FOR QUITTING 
BASECALL... 









































THE VICE 
PRESIDENT 
OF THE 
LITERARY 


ARE YOu 
GONNA TELL 
ME NOT TO 

SAY ANYTHING 
BAD ABOUT 
HIM? 


YOU POPPED 
OUT OF, BUT 
IT’S NOT 
YOUR 
PL- 


HOW 
ARE YOU 
OUT OF 
BREATH THIS 



































I 
KNOW 


eo THAT. 


YOU HAVE 
SOMETHING 
TO SAY ABOUT 
WHAT JUST 
HAPPENED? 


eT WAS IN 
THE BASEBALL tl 
CLUB WITH HIM 
ALL THROUGH 
MIDDLE SCHOOL. 





\ | \\) 

\./ WOULD YOU 
wv ///] BEINTERESTED 
/ 71) WNSOINING THE 


LITERARY 





OR ELSE 
THE LITERARY NEED ONE 


UM... 
CLUB’S GOING MORE 
TO BE DIS- MEMBER... OUR SCHOOL 


BANDED. ALLOWS STLU- 
DENTS TO JOIN 
WAIT THE BASEBALL MORE THAN 
, TEAM TOO, IF ONE CLUB... 
WALT, WAIT... « YOU'D LIKE. 
WHAT IS 
THIS?! 














































WHY ARE 

















YOU TRYING 

SINCE you TO RECRUIT 

AND TAKA- ME ALL OF 

OM “tae geen A SUBDEN? 
ARE YOU 
APART FOR INSANE? 


THAT you 


WON'T KNOW nipees 
UNTIL YOLI SEE Rien acone 
IT WITH YOUR A 

OWN EYES... i 
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WHAT 
THE HECK 
ARE YOU 

EVEN TALKING 

ABOUT?! 




















TOTALLY 
WE/RDED HIM 


pe 


BUT 
IT STULL 
DOESN'T MAKE 
SENSE THAT I 
ASKED HIM TO 
JOIN THE 
LITERARY 


I OION’T 
WANT HIM TO 
KEEP HAVING 

THE WRONG 

IDEA ABOUT 

TAKASAGO- 
KUN. 






























THE NEXT 















D0 We PART’S REALLY 
REALLY Have GONNA MAKE YOU 
TEAR UP, SO MAKE 
THE WHOLE , 
youn | Hing oe SURE YOU PAY 
waar ATTENTION! 





po you FEEDBACK 


THINK 60 SO I CAN 
FAR, SUE- IMPROVE MY 


HIRO-SEM- WRITING! 






























DON’T RUB 






























AN UPPER- 
CLASSMAN’S I WANT 
HEAD. RUKA-SAN 
“I HELD AND RYUTO- 
ON TIGHT SAN TO LIVE 
TO RYUTO’S HAPPILY EVER 
CHISELED 






‘lM CHEST AS 


so HAPpy I CLOSED 
Icoutp MY EYES.” 


TOTALLY 
DIE...” 














I COULD 
HEAR YOUR 
WEIRD POEM FROM 
ALL THE WAY DOWN 
THE HALL. WHAT 
IS THIS? 
























































































WHAT? 7 
IT’S NOT ° 
A POEM! J 
| ee 
crort 
\:\ I ALREADY 
| Q y TOLD YOU. IF 
| \ >| YOU'RE GOING To S 
hw START SOMETHING ae aii\ \ 
| __ WITH TAKASAGO, tL AW \ \ \) 
e (% YOU NEED TO TAKE ‘ ail K\ 1], \ ) 
; IT OUTSIDE... Ves ve oF \ LY 
LS ae a (st 





I’M 





NOBUHARU 
MATSUSHIMA 
FROM CLASS 


lias 








4 














AND I 
WOULD 
LIKE TO 
JOIN THE 


LITERARY 
——~, —— cue. 



































the springtime | 


began with you! 





the springtime 


CHAPTER 10 of my life began 


with you 


DOUGHNUTS 














WHY 
DO WE 
HAVE TO 
DO THIS 
DURING 


LUNCH 
isee 



































THE 
LITERARY 
CLUB F/- 
NALLY HAS 


ALL FIVE OF 
/TS MEM- 
BERS 





LET'S 
START 
THE LITER- 
ARY CLUB'S 
FIRST OFFI- 
CIAL MEET- 
ING! 








STILL... 





WE'RE 
FINALLY 
GETTING 
STARTED 

ASA 
CLUB... 


49 


re 













ITS 





\| REALLY 
\ | | HaerEN- en 
y ING... NO YOU HAVE 
y | ee BASEBALL 
) Sau PRACTICE 
AS AFTER SCHO 


GIVE ME 
A WEIRD 





NICKNAME 




















LIKE THAT. 





WE NEED 
AN ADVISOR 






OFFICIALLY GET 
APPROVED. 


I GOT 
THIS. I 
ALREADY 

FOUND 
SOMEONE. 





FOR OUR CLUB TO 


OL, 


NOBUBU! 







I 
WONDER 
IF THERE 
ARE ANY 
TEACHERS 
AVAILABLE 

Waves 













































To- 
MOBIKI- 
SENSEI! 









DAMN /-— 
IT, TAKA- | 
SAGO! 






WHY WAS 
T LISTED AS 
THE ADVISOR 
A ON THE LITER- 

ARY CLUB'S 
CLUB REGIS- 
TRATION 
FORM?! 































/ 























AREN'T 
TEACHERS THINKING 
ee OF TEACHERS 
WHO MIGHT 
MORE THAN 
ONE CLUB? DO IT AND 
I FIGURED, 
WHY NOT 
TOMO- 


SEN? 





IF YOU'RE <a 
THE ADVISOR, TO SHOW 
YOU CAN KEEP PN YOU THAT 
AN EYE we \} I’M SERIOUS 


ABOUT THE 
LITERARY 
CLUB. 
















































THAT WAS 
AGGRES- 





ANY 
FUNNY 
BUSINESS 
AND I'M SHUT- 
TING THE CLUB 
DOWN IMME- 

DIATELY! 




























RIGHT? 
THAT STUFF 
ABOUT SHUT- 
TING DOWN 
THE CLUB 
WAS SO 













I'M 
TALKING } 
ABOUT YOU. 
YOU! 




























HE /S 
THE ONE 



















WHO SAID HE GLAD TOMO- 
WAS GONNA BIKI-SENSEI’S 
KEEP AN EYE STILL GOING 





ON ME. TO DOIT... 







YOu 
HAVEN’T 
CHANGED 
A BIT... 


WE 
BETTER 
FOCUS UP. WE 
DON’T WANT TO 
DISAPPOINT 
TOMOBIKI- 
SENSEI. 


BE PUSHED 
AROUND, ALL 
YOU NEED 
TO DO IS 
SAY NO. 


YOU STILL 
ENJOY 
PUSHING 
PEOPLE 
AROUND. 


TAKA- 
SAGO'S 
METHODS 
AREN’T 
EXACTLY 
COMMEND- 









































TAKA- 
SAGO- 
KUN SAID 
I COULON’T 
WRITE ABOUT 
HIM... 


/ WE HAVE 


WE'RE 
GONNA 
GET SO MUCH 
WRITING DONE! 
RIGHT, SUEHIRO- 
SEMPAI?! 








A STUDY 





PERIOD FOR 















































ZI WON- 
DER WHAT 
ZI SHOULD 
capes ZT SHOULD eed DO WITH MY 
WHAT'S ASK YACHIYO- RESEARCH 
THAT FLYER KUN FOR NOTEBOOK. 


FOR? 


ADVICE... 











WERE HANDING 
THEM OUT IN 
FRONT OF THE 
STATION THIS 
MORNING. A NEW 
DOUGHNUT SHOP 
IS OPENING 
uP. 

















MAYBE 
HE DOESN'T 


EVEN LIKE 
WAITING“ Donayy. 


IN LINE 
michT Be NUTS. 
AHASSLE. 




















THANKS, 
SUEHIRO- 








WHERE'S 
TAKASAGO- 
KUN? 








































HIS 
SHIP WITH 

DOESN'T 

WANT ME MATSU- 


 SHIMA- 
TO WRITE A- 
ABOUT KIN. 
HIM ANY-- 
MORE... 














IL 
SHOULD 
JUST DO MY 
ASSIGN- 













Se a 




























































































































































































































































































WAS HE 
FEELING 
SICK? 




















DID HE 
GO TO THE 
NURSE'S... 











IS THAT 
THE BOX 
FROM THE NEW [<7 
DOUGHNUT 
SHOP?! 


I FIGURED 
IT’D BE TOO 
BUSY AFTER 

SCHOOL, SO I 
BIKED OVER 

















LOOKING AT 

THAT FLYER | 
FOR THE 

DOUGHNUT 














AMAZING, 
TAKASAGO- 
KUN... 


‘Ou 
SEE RIGHT 
THROUGH 














































I GUESS 
LAY NOBU’S AT To ‘ YACHIYO- THE OTHERS 
BASEBALL ¢ KLIN SAID AREN'T HERE 


HE HAS A YET. 


COMMITTEE 
MEETING. 





MORI-SAN 
TOO... 
































RECRUITING \\\*s 
MATSUSHIMA- | |\)/ 
KUN TO THE 
CLUB WITH- \ y 
OUT ASKING. . / 














































—- | 
I MEAN, I WAS 
WONDERING WHY HE YOU 
BUT —_pEcIDED To JOIN daar Vou oR 
WHY?! THECUS» RECRUITED “EE? 7° 


HIM?! 








DOUGHNUTS 
FIRST. 




















































I QUIT 

ALL OF A 

SUDDEN 

WITHOUT 
TALKING TO AND I 
HIM, SO T GUESS HE 
GUESS IT’S STILL DOESN’T 
NOT SUR- FORGIVE ME 

PRISING FOR QUITTING 
THAT HE’S BASEBALL. 


UPSET. 


HE’S THE 
ONLY ONE 


WHO'S STILL 
FURIOUS 
WITH ME. 











HE 
WAS MY 
BATTERY- 
MATE WHEN 
WE WERE 
IN MIDDLE 
SCHOOL... 

























I’M 
SURE 
EVERYONE 
ELSE ON 
THE TEAM 
HAS FORGOT- 
TEN ME BY 
NOW. 











REALLY 
WANTED 
TO KEEP 
PLAYING 
BASEBALL ) 
WITH YOU, >» a“. 4 
DIDN'T ! 
HE? 





HE... 















IF YOU 
TELL HIM 
WHY You 

QUIT BASE- 

BALL... 























I’M 
NOT fi a 
GONNA / 
TELL IF You 
f // HIM. TELL HIM 
( Y IT WAS BE- je 
| ‘A x CAUSE OF 
(ie On YOUR SHOUL- 
ZZ DER INJURY, I’M 
SURE MATSU- 
) SHIMA-KUN 
2 WILL UNDER- 






STA-... i 


-) WHOA! 

















I TOLD 
YOU BECAUSE 
IT WAS You, 

SHIRO 


ESPECIALLY 

SINCE THE 

CLASS REP 
CAN BE 
PRETTY 
SCARY. 


WHY DID 
YOU CHANGE 
YOUR MIND? 




















WELL, 
I DON’T 
WANT YOUR 
STORY TO BE 
BORING. 








We’LL 
TRY NOT 
TO FIGHT 

DURING CLUB 





























You 
ASKED 
|| ME NOT TO 
WRITE ABOUT 
YOU IN MY 





You 






































I’M... KNOW, 
WHEN THE 
HERO'S TOO 
Vf fe Z \ \\! Bee HANDSOME, IT 
~~ VWWY . TAKES EXCITEMENT 
ae LWA ai \ AWAY FROM THE 
PET | | LE | STORY AND THE 
Se 7 READERS LOSE 
INTEREST. 
4 
} : 
| 
KINDA 
I CAN'T LIKE THIS 
BE THE HERO PORCRNET, 
OF YOUR eos 
STORY, 
SHIRO. 
hen ey | 
ANY fF Se it 
\ \ \i we [Hf Wy) y 2 © quent too! Me 
\ lis A 
1S HE 
SAYING 
THAT IM NOT 
| IMAGINATIVE 
| | \_ ENOUGH TO 
| \ \WeiTe aBour 
| | \ SOMEONE 
\ |, \wHo’s so 
| POPULAR? 


\ 
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WHICH 
ONE DO 


YOU WANT, 


CLASS 
REP? 














YOU WENT 
TO GET THESE 
DURING STUDY 
PERIOD, DIDN’T 

YOU? GOOD- 

NESS. 













I DOUBT 
HE’S GONNA 
MAKE IT 
OVER HERE 





SHOULD 
WE SAVE 
SOME FOR 
NOBUBU? 





WE’RE 
SORRY 
SOME- _— WE'RE 
THING LATE! 
SMELLS 
Goop! 



































































































YOu 
LOOK A 
LITTLE DOWN, 
SUEHIRO- 
SAN. 











NOT 
EXACTLY, 
BUT TAKA- 
SAGO-KUN SAW 
MY RESEARCH 
NOTEBOOK... 

AND \ YOU'RE 
ASKED ' GIVING UP 
ME TO NOT lice 

WRITE HIM ne 
AS MY MAIN 
CHARACTER. 




















IT HAVE TO 
SAY, BASED 
ON YOUR NOTES, 
IT DOESN'T SEEM 
LIKE HE WOULD 
MAKE AN 
INTERESTING 
PROTAG- 


HE 
SAID IT 
WOULD BE 
BORING... 


























/) 
) Zz 
LB, 
yi / HAVE You 
fa CONSIDERED 
, = MAKING YOUR- 
fin, We SELF THE 
an GaN PROTAGONIST 
WA ZN INSTEAD? 
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BECAUSE 
YOU'RE A 
LOT LIKE 
THE PRO- 
TAGONIST? 


sO, 
EVEN IF 
I TRIED 
WRITING 


ABOUT MY- 
SELF... 


THINK IT 
WOULD END 
UP BEING A 
COPYCAT OF 
THIS BOOK. 




















THAT 
STORY’S 
BEEN WRITTEN 
AS THE FOREST 
OF FALLING 
STARS... 


KNOW IT’S 
PRESUMP- 
TUOUS OF 
ME, BUT... 


IT FEELS 
LIKE I HAVE 
SOMEONE BY 

MY SIDE EVERY 
TIME I READ IT 
AND IT PUTS 
ME AT 
EASE... 























WONDER 
WHAT HE 
MEANT BY 
THAT. 


AK | 
N \\ 
/h V\ 
y) 
A Ki 
HE 
SAID HE 
NUT. 








C 


PRON 


if 





THIS IS 
HARD... 























IT’S NOT 
THAT TAKA- 
SAGO-KUN’S 

BORING, BUT 
IT’S THE WAY I 
INTERVIEW, 
ISN’T IT? 




















MAYBE 
HE’S TRYING 
TO SAY HE 
HAS NO SUB- 
STANCE. 









































v/, 
f TM 
Zz SURPRISED. 
I DIDN'T 
/ PEG HIM AS 
THE SELF- 
ANALYZING 
oN ye TYPE. 
SUE- 9 
HIRO- © 
SAN.. 
iT 7 
THIS 
NOTEBOOK 
| WON'T GIVE 
YOU THE STORY =X 
YOU'RE LOOK- 
ING FOR... 




















THE WRE 
LIKE RIDDLES 
SOMETIMES. 


DID you 
GET YOUR 
INSPIRATION 
FROM? 





BUT 
YOU MIGHT 
IF you FIND YOUR 
SEARCH THE INSPIRA- 
CENTER OF A_ TION... 
DOUGHNUT. 













































































ISA Lite 
FLOWER 
ON IT. 































































































| ! 


Nu 






























7, 
SS S; 
wy 
‘SS I DON'T 
' Z| THINK YOU 
(| || SHOULD Give UP 


\ WRITING, SUIE- 
HIRO-SAN. 










IM 
SORRY, 
TAKASAGO- ig 
KLIN. ya 

















y 



















£ 









ES ye ie z HAVEN'T 
BUT I DON’T MORE NEED TO a Loon i 
I WANT JUST WANT INTERVIEW BOLT YOU: . 
TO UN- HIM TO UN- HIM AGAIN 7 
DERSTAND DERSTAND WITHOUT 
HIM KNOW- 


HIM ONMY — ME... 
OWN TOO, 






















WHAT'S 
TAKING NOBUBU 
SO LONG?! 












































THE BASEBALL 
TEAM ONLY HAS 















WELL, I 
WAS THE THEIR TEAM MEETING 
ONE WHO : ON WEDNESDAYS, 
SORT OF Le RIGHT? I THOUGHT 
FORCED HIM + HE WAS SUPPOSED 
TO JOIN, IT’S TO COME TO LITER- 
SO... UP TO MA- ARY CLUB ON 
TSUSHIMA THOSE DAYS! 
WHETHER 
OR NOT HE 
ACTUALLY 
SHOWS 
uP, 
Fe Seed | 
ITS NOT 
DON'T IT’'SNOT e * Sine take 
GO RUBBING YOUR FAULT FAULT... 
u AN UPPERCLASS- EITHER, SUEHIRO- 
; MAN'S HEAD SEMPAI! 
LIKE THAT. 








KEEP 
IT CIVIL. 


















































TRY TO 
MAKE /T TO 
THE NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP. 
TOURNAMENT. 
TOGETHER! 





Yooo0001002 


NS N OAT AAT MOAT AA SSS 
Wilma oo 20001 451k 


BUT. 

/T'S PRETTY. 
AMAZING THAT: 
WE MADE /T 
TO. THE SEM/- 
FINALS! 


YOWRE 
GONNA 
KEEP PLAY- 
ING BASE- 
BALL IN HIGH. 
SCHOOL TOO, 
RIGHT?. 
































SORRY. 
WE HELD 
YOU BACK. 





























IM 
QUITTING. 
BASEFALL, 















































I 
KNOW 
YOU'RE NOT 
THE TYPE 
TO RUN 
AWAY. 








YOU 
DION’T 
HAVE TO 
DO THAT. I’M 
NOT GOING TO 
RUN AWAY 
OR ANY- 


YOu 
CAME ALL 
THE WAY 
OVER TO 
GET ME? 


YOU'RE 
AN IMPORTANT 
MEMBER RE- 
CRUITED BY 
OUR VICE 
PRESIDENT. 

















OUR 
MEETING 
RAN LONG- 
ER THAN 
EXPECT- 
ED. 























YOU'VE 
ALWAYS 
BEEN THE 
ONE THAT 
EVERYONE 


THAT’S 
DESFI- 
CABLE. 


I 
HEARD... 


A RUMOR. 


IMMEDIATELY 
BROKE 
uP. 


BE- 
CAUSE 
YOU FEEL 
BAD FOR 
WHAT you 
DID? 


you 
ASKED HER 
OUT ASA 
BATSU- 
GAME... 


IS THE 
REASON YOu 
BROUGHT BACK 
A CLUB YOU DON’T 
EVEN CARE ABOUT, 
AND WHY YOU'RE 
PUTTING A TON 
OF EFFORT 
INTO IT... 























SHE’S 
NOT JUST 
ANYONE, SHE’S 
MY FRIEND. 





PRESIDENT IS 


RY 
KIND OF AN). 
ODDBALL | 
TOO, ISN’T 
SHE? 


: 
THAT VICE 6 











SHE 
ASKED 
FOR US 
TO BE 
FRIENDS. 


SHE DID 
MAKE YOU 
JOIN THE 
CLUB, OF ALL 
PEOPLE. 














LD 


























RESPECT 
THAT. 



































BUT, IF 
BEING FRIENDS 
IS HER ANSWER 
AFTER ALL THE 
THOUGHT SHE 
PUT IN... 






WHY 
DO WE 

HAVE TO 
BE JUST 
FRIENDS? 







































I 
THOUGHT 
THE SAME 









THAT’S : 
NOT... 
THE KIND / 
OF FACE YOU | 
MAKE ABOLIT / C. ; 


AFRIEND... | oo 


























the springtime | 


began with you! 



















the springtime l 
CHAPTER 11 


of my life began 


with you 


' JEALOUSY 



































DEAR SWIRO 
SUENIRO, 
VM ROOTING 
FOR YOU! 













MEANS THE 
AUTHOR MUST 
BE CLOSE By, 
RIGHT?! 


MICHIRU KOTOBUK 






IT 























PLUS, HE’S 






THAT'S CRAZY! 








“ROOTING FOR ‘auld 
OTING gust BE APROFESSIONAL 
YOU!"?! IT'S LIKE A PRANK IS SOMEWHERE IN 
HE’S WATCHING THOUGH... THIS SCHOOL! 


OVER YOU! 












































HE'S 
YOUR 
KNIGHT 
IN SHINING 
ARMOR, SHI- 
RO-SEM- 
PAI! 











NOOO! 
| WANT IT 
TOBEA 
GUY! 




















C'MON. 
THE AUTHOR 
OF THE BOOK 
THAT SHE JUST 
HAPPENED TO BLY 
SOUNDS AND FALL IN LOVE 
TOO CONVE- WITH IS SOME- 






A 
YEA 
AGO... 











































SOME- NIENT, EVEN 
ONE SENT FORAMIRS | eee e” 
THE FOREST ACLE. 
OF FALLING 
STARS TO 







MY HOUSE. 






































DON’T 
YOU WANT 
TO MEET 

HIM?! 












STILL 































DON’T 
BUT gene I THOUGHT 
I STARTED IT CAME IT WAS FROM 
READING IT FROM OR MY PARENTS 
AND FELL IN Woy... BECAUSE I 
LOVE WITH LIVE AWAY. 
THE STORY. tHe FROM HOME, 
seNver's 
ADDRESS 
WASN'T 
ON IT. 











HE WANTED 
YOU TO READ you... 



























IT TO 


IT, SHIRO- 
SEMPAI. 


IF 
HE /S 
ACTUALLY 
CLOSE 
BY... 






























I THINK 
IT WOULD 
BE AMAZ- 
ING... 














ABOUT IT 
TOO... 


I'VE 

READ 
THEY'LL THEIR BOOK 
PROBABLY SO MANY 
BE WEIRDED TIMES 
OUT BY ME. THAT... 





SHIRO 
WANTS 
SOMETHING, 


A CLUB 
THAT DOES 
ANYTHING 
SHIRO 
SUEHIRO 


IF 
SHIRO 
WANTS TO 
MEET THEM, 
I GUESS I 
BETTER GO 
FIND THEM. 


THIS 
WAS THE 
SUEHIRO 
CLUB TO 

BEGIN 
WITH, YOU 
KNOW? 












| THINK 


















rate 
MICHIRU | ERARY CLUB 
YY) KOTOBUKI- erate 
>i SAN WAS 
Ly as ACTUALLY WRITER. 


CLOSE 










DOES THE 
LITERARY CLUB 
HAVE NOTHING 
BETTER TO 
DO? 











THE 
CHAR- 
ACTERS’ 
IT LINES AND 
LOOKS... THE WAY THE 
OR IGUESS, SENTENCES 


IT’S 


INSTEAD 
OF WASTING 
TIME LOOKING 
WHY FOR SOMEONE 
DON’T YOU you DON’T EVEN 


USE THAT KNOW EXISTS... 
TIME TO 


WRITE A 


POEM OR 
SOME- 
THING? 


NOT LIKE 

YOU HAVE 
ANY LEADS, 

RIGHT? 


SOUNDS KINDA ARE WRIT- 
FAMILIAR, TEN... 


AC- 
CORDING 
TO TAKA- 

SAGO- 
KUN... 








I DON’T 
KNOW WHERE 
HE COMES UP 

WITH THIS NON- 

SENSE... 


DID you 
COME ALL 
THE WAY 
HERE TO 
TELL ME 
SORRY. THAT? 
I KNOW 
PRACTICE IS 
ABOUT TO 
START. 






































I’M 

NOT ASK- 

ING You 

TO HELP 

I OR ANY- 

JUST THING... 
WANTED 

TO LET YOU 

KNOW... 


BUT 
YOU'RE 
A MEMBER 
OF THE LIT- 
ERARY CLUB 
TOO... 





I’M 
THE VICE 
PRESI- 
DENT. 


YOUR 
FAVORITE 
AUTHOR... 


HOPE 
YOU FIND 





- EVEN AUTHOR 


FROM YOUR WATCHES 
LONELY LITTLE : OVER THE 
WINDOW, You! : 

CAN SEE THE me HERO WITH SO 

STARS FALL MUCH KIND- 


FROM THE SKY A e 
AND GREET THE : WEB ie: HE”: yy) VING 


(IN TAIDEER, 


WHISPERED 


INTO MY Al fied OS thei 
ee ill \ \\V EVER Mepis 


























ING STARS, 
WRITTEN 
BY MICHIRU 
KOTOBUKI, 


FLOWERS 
OF GOLD WiLL 
BLOOM, AND 
THE SEASONS 
WILL CHANGE 
BEAUTIFULLY. 

















ALL TASK 
1S YOU KEEP 
YOUR WINDOW 
UNLOCKED. 


I SEE. 
YOU'RE 
LOOKING 
FOR THE 
AUTHOR, 
HUH? 


yup! 
WE’RE 
TRYING TO 
GET SOME 
INFORMA- 


THOUGHT 
YOU MIGHT 
HAVE SOME 


SINCE 
YOU KNOW 
A LOT OF 
PEOPLE, BIG | 
BRO... é 








BUT 
HE’S RIGHT 
TH-... 











THIS 
y AUTHOR SORRY, 
LH / d HASN'T MADE sis, BUT I 
THEIR IDENTI- DON’T KNOW 
Xe 7 TY PUBLIC, ANYTHING 
RIGHT? ABOUT 
mae THAT. 
a Ve EVEN IF 
\ a HE WAS CLOSE 
\ BY, HE PROBABLY 
DOESN'T WANT 
PEOPLE DIGGING 
INTO HIS PRI- 
VATE LIFE. 


















































WHAT A 
/ f. WEIRDO. IF | 
OF WERE HIM, | 
ois WOULD TELL 
WOULD. THE WHOLE 


WORLD! 





APOLOGIZE, 
SHIRO- 
SEMPAI! 


UGHHH! 

\ JUST REAL- 
LY WANTED 
TO HELP YOU 
Two MEET... 


WE EVEN 
| _ TALKED To 
=] THE LIBRARIAN 
AND THE LIBRARY 
COMMITTEE, 
BUT I STILL 
DIDN'T GET ANY 
LEADS... 


I’M 
SORRY... 

I SHOULDN'T 
HAVE THOUGHT- 
LESSLY SAID 
I WANTED 
TO MEET 


BETTER 
YET, I WISH 
A MYSTERIOUS 
KNIGHT WOULD 
TELL ME HE WAS 
ROOTING FOR 
ME. 





THAT’S 
A GOOD 
THEY POINT, 
PROBABLY THOUGH... 
DON’T WANT 
PEOPLE LOOKING 
FOR THEM WHEN 
THEY’RE TRYING 
TO STAY ANONY- 
MOUS. 


KNIGHT 
IN SHINING 
ARMOR! 














Lod 

Ex 
>Bako. 
SaAEWFA 
Q9IZ=s4 
~WIgna 

YSer 

i 








A) 
bt 
TAQZRa 
SZVHOZO 
Z286u>Z2FE 
wo 2Is LS) 
aQa>StFakZ 
pay Z2 
FErwSZze 
ax 
=x 





I DOUBT 
THEY’RE GOING 
TO RELEASE 
ANYTHING IN 
THE FUTURE 
EITHER. 











HAS 
ALREADY 
MADE ITS 
WAY INTO 
MY LIFE. 


yy 
/ 


BOOK... 


WRITERS 
WHO CAN’T WRITE 
ANYMORE HAVE 
NO CHOICE BUT 
TO DISAPPEAR. 


THEY’RE 
NOT GOING 
TO DISAP- 











IF IT 
WASN’T 
FOR THIS 
BOOK... 


I WOULD’VE 
GOTTEN STUCK 
A LONG TIME 
AGO WITHOUT 
BEING ABLE 
TO MOVE 
FORWARD. 








THIS 
BOOK WAS 
LIKE A LIGHT 
THAT GUIDED MY 
STEPS WHEN I 
USED TO SPEND 
TIME ALL 
ALONE, 
DOL AND... 
SOUND 
TOO DRA- 
MATIC...? 


SOME- 
ONE WAS 
GENTLY EN- 
COURAGING 





KNOW IF 
THE SIGNA- 
TURE IS 
REAL. 


: EVEN 
I DON'T IF I GOT 


THINK I’D TO MEET 
BE ABLE THEM... 
TO FIND 

THE RIGHT 

WORDS... 





THEY 
MIGHT BE 
WORKING ON 
IT RIGHT NOW, 
AND IT’S JUST 
TAKING THEM A 
LITTLE TIME. 


‘THANK 
you...” 





IF THEY 
COME OUT 
WITH A NEW 
BOOK, I WOULD 
DEFINITELY 
READ THAT 
TOO...! 











WOULD 
THAT MAKE 
ME SOUND 
TOO BOSSY 





OR 
SHOULD 
TSAY I’M 
LOOKING 
FORWARD 
TO ITP 








IF THAT’S 
THE CASE, I 
NEED To TELL 
THEM THAT PM 
ROOTING FOR 
THEM TOO... 


I’M SURE 

WHATEVER 
WORDS YOU 
CHOOSE WILL 
BE PERFECT. 























YOU 
LOOK 


g 
59 
ar 
yew 
ese 
LKQ 
BES 
= 





















































YOU'RE 
ALWAYS 
SO MATURE 





SOME- 
TIMES... 


I ALMOST 
FORGET WE’RE 
THE SAME 
AGE... 


I’M 
SORRY. 


I DON’T 
KNOW WHAT 
I’M SAY- 


eee I CALLED 
gi THE PUBLISHER 


AND ASKED FOR 
MICHIRU KOTO- 
BUKI’S REAL 
NAME AND THEY 
STILL WON’T 
TELL Us! 








WE'RE 
HEADING 
OuT! 

















ARE YOU 
STAYING A 
BIT LONGER, 
CLASS REP? 


SURE YOU 
LOCK THE 
DOOR. 





IT 
LOOKS 
LIKE IT 

STOPPED 
RAINING. 























ee : : ee BS oe ee 


eS 


























we 














~ 
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SINCE 
I’VE LOOKED 
UP AT THE 
SKY... 


WE 
COULDN'T 
FIND THEM. 


NO 
ONE EVEN 
KNOWS THEIR 
NAME OR WHAT 
THEY LOOK 
LIKE. 












| SURE 
WISH | GOT 

TO SEE WHAT 
THEY LOOK 

LIKE! 


































AS 
PRESIDENT 
OF THE SUE- 
HIRO CLUB, T 
WON'T LET THE 
PRANKSTER 
GET AWAY 
WITH 

IT. 




















IF THAT 
SIGNATURE 
TURNED OUT 
TO BE A PRANK 
AFTER ALL, 
I’M GONNA 
BE PRETTY 
PISSED. 














HOPE- 
FULLY, 
THE AU- 
THOR’S... 




















ITS A I 
CONFUSING MEAN... 
NAME. MICHIRU 
CAN BE A GUY 
OR A GIRL. 


I’VE 
NEVER 
THOUGHT 
ABOUT IT 
LIKE THAT... 


WHAT...? 

















WHAT’S 
THAT CON- 
FUSED FACE 

FOR?! 


SUGGEST- 
ED WE GO 
LOOK FOR 


I WAS 
HAPPY, EVEN 
THOUGH WE 

DIDN'T FIND THE 
AUTHOR... 














Fu- 
KUMORI’S 
ASKING IF 
YOU'RE WE SAW 
RIGHT. THE RAIN- 
I DION’T 
NOTICE. 


WELL, IT’S 
NOT LIKE I’M 
GONNA QUIT 
LOOKING FOR 

THEM ANY- 





ZL OION’T 
LOCK My 
WINDOW... 


THE 
SUN- 
IT’S 
BEAUTI- 
FUL... 


SET... 





RAINBOW’S 
ALREADY 
GONE. 






















YOU'VE 





BEEN SUCH — MAN... 
HARD ie A BAD SPORT 
TO SAY NO BEEN A LATELY, TAKA- 
WHEN YOu a SAGO-KUN. 
AWA WHILE, BUT 
SHOW UP = 
Ae WE FINALLY 
AT MY > GOT TO 
DOOR. Ha) 
HANG OUT 
is Y TODAY. 

















THE 
BOOK- 
STORE?! 
YOU?! 


You TSURU- 


WANNA _HARA-SAN 
MEET SAYS SHE AND 


HER FRIENDS 
UP WITH AREN'T FAR 


THEM? —_FRoMusv 











NAH. 
I NEED 
TO STOP BY 
THE BOOK- 
STORE. I’LL 
SEE YOU 
LATER. 














YOU 
LOOK 
A LITTLE 
DIFFERENT 
TOO. 


BECAUSE 
YOU'RE NOT 
WEARING 
GLASSES. 


NO 
WORRIES. 


I WAS 
JUST HAPPY 
TO HEAR 
FROM 
you. 





THE LAST 
TIME I SAW YOU 
WAS SPRINGTIME 

LAST YEAR. 


I’M 
FOR NOT SORRY... 
RETURNING 
YOUR CALLS 
AND MES- 
SAGES. 


THE FACT 
THAT YOURE 
MEETING WITH 
ME RIGHT 
NOW... 








IT WAS 
WRITTEN AS 
A LETTER FOR 
SOMEONE. 





so, I 
NEVER 
EXPECTED 
IT TO WIN AN 
AWARD... 


WHEN 
I STARTED 
WRITING THE 


IT WAS 
FOREST OF 
FOR A VERY © pA LING 


PERSONAL 
REASON. STARS... 


I WROTE 
IT MOSTLY 
FOR MY SAT- 
ISFACTION... 

















AND I 
DEFINITELY 
DIDN’T EX- 

TO PECT... 

HEAR BACK 

ABOUT MY 

LETTER. 






































I 
WILL 
BE IN 

TOUCH 


KO- WITH 
TOBUKI- YOU... 


SENSEI. 






























































































TODAY, 
I JUST 
HAPPENED 

TO... 








OH, 
I GET IT. 
YOU DON’T 
WEAR YOUR 
GLASSES... 









ING SEEMED 























SWITCHED 


TO CON- 
TACTS? 



















WHEN 
YOU'RE 
KOTOBUKI- 
SENSEI, 
HUH? 





CLASS 
REP WITHOUT 
GLASSES? 
DON’T SEE 
THAT EVERY 
DAY. 




















THAT 
YOU WERE 
MICHIRU 
KOTOBUKI. 





the springtime | 


began with you! 





the springtime , 


of my life began 


with you 








the springtime; 


began with you! 





you 
DROPPED 
/T IN THE 
HALLWAY, 
SHIRO 
SUEHIRO- 
SAN. 


AIDEEPR, QUIET FOREST 
WHERE NO ONE'S VOICE 
COULD REACH. 























HOW 
CAN YOU 
BE BLOCKING 
THE PATH 




















I GUESS 
/T DOESNT 
MATTER SINCE 
WE DON’T 
KNOW EACH 
OTHER, 
BUT... 














ZL 
DION’T 
KNOW 
A GIRL 

LIKE THAT 





I WAS 
ONLY CLASS 
REPRESENTA- 
TIVE DURING 
FIRST SE- 


aol MESTER 


YOWRE STILL 
CLASS REF, 
CLASS 
REP. 





IM 
PROUD 
OF YOU FOR 
WORKING 
SO HARD. 


you 
BROUGHT 





LOOKING 
FORWARP TO 
SEEING HOW 
WELL YOU DO 

ON YOUR NEXT 

PRACTICE 

EXAM. 


OBBIES ~ 
(ARE READING 
AND WRITING 
NOVELS... 


CONFIDENT 
AGOUT MY 
WRITING 
SKILLS 
AND STORY 
STRUC- 
TURES, 
BUT... 


ING FOR AN 
ACADEMIC 
CONFER- 

















-- WELL, 
LWISH IT 
COULD SAY 
THAT, EXCEPT 
IVE NEVER 
ACTUALLY 
FINISHED A 
SINGLE 





ZL CAN'T 
FIND ANY- 
THING... 


Z FEEL 
STRONGLY. 
ENOUGH 
TO WRITE 
ABOUT. 











\ : ae 
CHATTER a) 











TELLING 
YOU... 


FLOWER 


ON IT! 
DID YOU 


DROP IT 
WHEN YOU 

CAME TO 
OUR CLASS- 
ROOM EAR- 
































OB- 
VIOUSLY 
NOT. WHO 




















DON’T YOU 
HEAD BACK? 
THE BELL’S 
ABOUT TO 


SHOULD 
WE LOOK? 


AK/ AND 
THE OTHERS 
ARE LOOKING 
FOR IT RIGHT 
NOW... 








I'M 

COUNTING | \ 

ON YOUR 
Guys! 











IT 
WAS 
A PRES- 
ENT FROM 
My BOyY- 
FRIEND... 
LD FEEL LIKE 
IM ABOUT 




















EEE 


BEE 





BZ 
BZ 


Im 

SURE AKI 

AND THE 

SERVES OTHERS 
HER RIGHT. ARE JUST 
PRETEND- 

ING TOO. 














WHAT 
BRITTLE 
FRIENDSHIP, 
MAYBE KAMEDA 
JUST DOESN'T 
Peery HAVE ENOUGH 
YOUR HELP WITH nore 
ORGANIZING 
THOSE MATERIALS, 
YACHIYO, 




































































































































































DID 
KAMEDA 
AND HER 
FRIENDS 
HIDE HER 
TEXTBOOK 
OR SOME- 

THING? 




































































BY 
HERSELF, 
UNTIL THIS 
LATE? 





















































WAS 
ACTUALLY 
LOOKING 
FOR IT... 


ALTHOUGH, 
I DON’T RE- 
ALLY KNOW 
WHY IM RE- 
Is LIEVED. 

















SOMEONE 
MUSTVE 
FOUND /T 
FOR YOU. 





TELL KAMEDA 


a ABOUT GLAD TO 
Z IT?L yh | 242 247 
































SSS YOUR 
==] STANDING 

IN YOUR 
CLASS 
DEFINITELY 
WOULD'VE 
GOTTEN 
BETTER. 






























































IT 
WAS 
ON MY 
DESK THIS 


MY 
EAR- 
RING? 


























BECAUSE 
KAMEVA WAS 
SAD ABOUT 
LOSING HER 


THAT 
WAS SIMPLY 
HER ONLY 
REASON... 





















































































































































WHAT THE 
HECK?! » . 





STILL HAVEN'T. 





























ee S 
tag EN WSTHE SCHOOL, \\) 
Png BUILDING THAT, 


|NREALL ena | 
S) \ 


eee 












































roe ee me 


execs est ene 
eos a aaeaeelall 
























































Pd 
I HAD CAN'T 
AT LEAST > WRITE LIKE 
SOME CON- I WANT TO 
FIDENCE AT ALL, 
IN THIS ; 


'T KEEPS 
FALLING 
APART. 

















FINGERS ~ 


“. GOT SO 
STRAINED. 





OUTSIDE 
OF THE 
ROOM, 





OOYOSHI 
CITY 





HIGASHI 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 


GRADUATION 
CEREMONY 

















































































































ON 
BEHALF 
OF THE 

GRADUAT- 
ING CLASS, 
FUMIAK/ 
YACHIYO. 





I NEED 
TO TELL HER 
ABOUT THE 

NOVEL, 





~ THAT'S = 
JUST PLAIN” 
CREEPY, 


SUWEHIRO- 
SAN AND I 
AREN’T EVEN 
FRIENDS. 


ITS 
GETTING 
PUBLISHED 
SOON, ANP 


4 I WOULD LOVE 


FOR YOU TO 
i READ /7- 


HER WITH- 
OUT HER 
PERM/S- 

SION. 


THAT'S 
RIGHT. 


SHE AND I 
HAVE NOTH- 
ING:TO DO 
WITH EACH 
OTHER... 


¥ 





CON- 
GRAT- 
Ho : ULATIONS 
Panne , ON YOUR 
you PLAYING ) IN YOu 
WEREN'T : AROUND | | AWARE, 
ACTUALLY. sua | | 
CONS/DERING 
ites | Ao.\ Mente 
WRITER JUST | (SEEM 
BECAUSE : 
OF THIS, 


QUITE IM- 
WERE YOU?. } 


PRESSED, 


WE'RE 
ALL GOING 
TO KARAOKE 
AFTER THIS, 


TAKE A 
PICTURE, 


YOWRE STILL 
CRYING? 




















HEY, = 
AKI'S FAT youn 
GONNA 


//| BE THERE, 
/ | WON'T you, 
GO ASK 


CLASS 
HIM OUT! aol 


























as 

DON’T TELL 

HER NOW, 
ZL FEEL LIKE 
NOTHING IN 
MY LIFE 1S 

GOING TO 

CHANGE. 





OH! THE 
ONE IN OUR 
CLASS... 












































TAKES 
THE BUS, 
RIGHT? I 
THINK WE 

USED TO TAKE 
THE SAME 
ONE. 


IVE 
NEVER 
TALKED 

70 HER, 
THOUGH. 

















SHIRO 
SUEHIRO? 





SHE'S 
NOT HERE, 
'S SHE? SHE 
PROGAB- 
LY WENT 

HOME. 





Z 
COULON’T 
MAKE 
IT. 





ARE YOU 
SO OUT OF 
BREATH? 
THAT'S HI- 
LARIOUS, 
































Se 


Wd 


™&E 





KA- 
MELA... 








« YOWRE 
NOT WEARING 
YOUR EARRING 

ANYMORE. 






































HEADING 
HOME ALL 
BY YOUR- 

SELF AFTER 

GRADUA- 








SHIRO 
SUEHIRO 
WAS THE 


ONE 


WHO 


FOUND 
IT 


O 


“SUEHIRO. 
MY PUB- 


“LISHED — 
BOOK... 








THAT 
EARRING 
WITH THE 
FLOWER 
YOU LOST 
A WHILE 
BACK... 





SHE 
READ THE 
FOREST OF. 
FALLING 











SHE'S Bi 
CLOSED, 


THE 
BOOK WAS 
WORTH 
WRITING. 




















AT'S. WH, 
I. THOUGHT. 
UNTIL... 














AND 
SUEHIRO- 
SAN WAS 
DRAGGED 
INTO THE 

SUNLIGHT. 


THAT, 
WINDOW WAS: 
SUDDENLY, « 
FORCED OPEN. 
ONE DAY... 





YOU 
HAVE 
TO BE 

KIDDING 


WHAT'S 
YOUR 
DEAL?! 


LETS 
GO OUT, 
SUWEH/- 

RO. 








THIS 


1S... SHE 
WASN’T 
JUST BEING 
DRAGGED 
AROUND 
BY HIM. 


MUCH... 





ZIM 
ROOTING 
FOR YOU, 
SUEHIRO- 

SAN. 

















fi 























LIKE | 
LEAVES! 
RUSTLING, 
CIN THE 
|) MIN, 

































































BECAUSE 
WE DIDM’T 
KNOW EACH 
OTHER... 












































£ 
SHOULDVE 
TAKEN THE 
STEPS TO BUILDA 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH HER... 


FOUND SHOULDVE. 


THE COURAGE 
SOONER. 





I WAS 
THE ONE 
WHO'S BEEN 
HIDING DEEP IN 
THE FOREST. 





TLL 
SEE YOU 






























TAKA- 
SAGO-KUN 
SAID HE CAN’T 
WALK ME 
70 SCHOOL 
TODAY... 











WONDER 
IF HE'S 
FEELING 
SICK, 























ALREADY 

TOLD you! 
I’M GONNA 
TELL SHI- 
RO! 














TELLING 































YOU THAT 
YOUR REA- FOUND 
ONINE OUT ABOUT 
DOESN'T pulley 
MAKE ANY sor CRET... 
SENSE! SHOULD BE 
THE ONE TO 
TELL HER, 









A FIGHT 
ALREADY? 
THE DAY’S 

JUST START- 
ING! 


g RIGHT?! 
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MOVE, 
TAKASAGO. 













\| WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING AT 
THE SCHOOL 
























' THERE'S 
TM SOMETHING 
oe I HAVEN'T 
ABOUT TOLD you, 
THIS. I SUEHIRO- 
WISH I 
GOT TO 
TELL YOU 
WHEN THE 
TIME WAS 











7 YACHIYO- 


KUN... 
HUH 
aaah 


I’M 
MICHIRU 
KOTOBU- 
Kl... 





a E I WASN’T 
PLANNING ON 
WRITING AFTER 
THAT ONE BOOK, 
BUT NOW, I WANT 
TO WRITE AGAIN. 








THE 
AUTHOR OF 
THE FOREST 


OF FALLING 
AND... 















YOU 
DION’T 
TELL ME 
ABOUT THAT 
LAST PART, 
CLASS 





Drs 
DID HE 
JUST 

ASK HER 
OUT?! 









SINCE 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL. 





WITH 
YOU... 
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the springtime | 


began with you! 








You 
CAME AT 
THE PER- 

FECT 


the springtime 


BONUS STORY — of my tife began 


with you 

















.-- YOU'RE 
GOING OUT 
OF YOUR WAY 
TO PRODUCE 
GARBAGE? 


WE’RE 
GONNA PUT 
THEM UP IN THE 
CLUB MEETING 
ROOM TO WEL- 
COME OUR NEW 
MEMBERS. 

















AND 
PULL 
THE 
TISSUE 
APART 
SO IT 
LOOKS 
NICE. 
WRAP 
THE RUB- 
BER BAND 
AROUND THE 
MIDDLE... 


DON’T 
YOU THINK 


“MESSY” IS 
ABIT OFA 
STRETCH?! 


HIRO-SAN 
WAS EXCEP- 
TIONAL AT 
IT. 


LAYER 
THE TISSUE 
PAPER. THEN, 
FOLD IT UP, 
FOLD IT 
DOWN... 


THAT 
DOESN'T 
LOOK NICE 
AT ALL... 
IT’S SO 
MESSY... 


I’M ASSUMING 
YOU'VE NEVER BEEN 
THE TYPE TO DO THE 
HARD WORK BEHIND 

THE SCENES WHEN 

GETTING READY 

FOR THINGS LIKE 
SCHOOL FES- 
TIVALS. 


































l ff ALL 
A ee BY HER- 
/ SELF, SHE 
/ Z WHEN KEPT MAKING 
| E GETTING VERY PRETTY 
READY FOR FLOWERS... 
THE MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 
FESTIVAL. 











SHOULD 
WE WAIT 
FOR SUEHIRO- 
SAN TO GET 
HERE? 
















: = IS DO 
AND : THERE A IT, 
NEXT TIME, | TRICK TO DOING 
I'LLMAKEA | THIS? CAN YOU 
FLOWER THAT’S |. SHOW ME HOW 
EVENMORE | YOU DID IT, 
PERFECT THAN | CLASS 
YOURS!! 







HOW YOU 
ASK SOMEONE 
FOR THEIR 























WAIT A 
MINUTE! HEY! 
WHY'RE YOU 
MAKING YOURS 
ney A BIT FANCY?! 
GIVE BACK THE nar er 
SCISSORS. 








Ny 
oo 


THEY 
GAVE SOME 
TO THE OTHER 
CLUBS, 

















ONE! PRET- 
TY GOOD, 
RIGHT? 
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